
Nadine Woodward---Mayoral Candidate 

Washington Hospitality Association Candidates Questionnaire 

1. If elected, what investments would you encourage the City to make to ensure restaurants and hotels 
continue to open, operate, and thrive in Spokane?  
The first thing I would do is to make downtown Spokane safe, clean and comfortable for our businesses, 
employees, residents and visitors. Also, continue to work with vital organizations like Visit Spokane, the 
Downtown Spokane Partnership, and GSI . The Mayor and City Council should have an open dialogue 
and regular meetings with your association to hear your thoughts, concerns and answer questions. 
 
2. If you are elected, what are the one or two short-term goals you want to accomplish and get started 
on immediately? And, what is a longer-term goal (i.e. by the end of your term)?  
The number one short-term goal is to clean up downtown and other parts of the city that need it, to 
make Spokane safer and friendlier for our residents and visitors. A long-term goal is economic 
development through a regional approach, encouraging new business and improving our environment 
for existing ones. 

3. Please share your thoughts on Spokane’s business regulatory environment. What steps would you 
take to reduce or streamline the regulatory burden?  
It's important to partner with our new businesses to help them through the permitting process, navigate 
ordinances and offer support. It would be extremely helpful for the Mayor and City Council to work 
together to shepherd a streamlined process that not only works for Spokane, but that is also responsible 
and cost effective for businesses. No surprises, only win-win programs and solutions. 
 
4. What approaches would you take to promote public safety and security in Spokane?  
As stated above for my short-term goal, public safety is priority one. I want to relocate the SPD precinct 
back to the core of downtown Spokane. A strong police presence, with officers on foot patrol to enforce 
our laws creates, provides an effective diversion to crime. I also support the great work of the DSP's 
Ambassador program and would look at expanding it. 
 
5. What is your approach to managing Spokane’s growth?  
This is a rather open-ended question with tentacles that go in numerous directions. The Mayor is only 
one part of managing Spokane's growth. Addressing this issue must also include the City Council, and 
policies that are based on common-sense, consensus and consistency. And, those policies must 
recognize the value of a vibrant downtown. To effectively and responsibly manage our City's grown, we 
need a much different approach than what our present City Council is offering. 
 
6. What would you do specifically to address commercial affordability in Spokane?  
My plan would be to assemble an advisory panel to evaluate this complex issue and recommend 
solutions that support commercial affordability. Our small businesses are vital to our City's economic 
health, and we need to grow responsibily so we don't displace them. 
 
7. What would you do to improve the relationship between the business community and City Hall? In 
what ways do you think we can best partner to address the most critical issues facing the City?  
City Hall is made up of two very different aspects of government: The Mayor's office and the City 
Council. When I become Mayor, I would like to continue the positive policies of our current Mayor. One 
of those, is having a financially sound and balanced City budget, so our elected leaders aren't compelled 



to over tax our residents. Or, requiring more regulations on our businesses. Our City government needs 
to support our existing businesses to grow and hire and attract new business to create a strong, healthy 
tax base. We need a new City Council with ideas and fresh perspectives that can work with our business 
community.  
 
8. How would you seek to address the homelessness issue in our community?  
I will be coming out with specific policies related to our homeless challenge as this campaign continues. 
Homelessness is a label, and is the result of other underlying issues. The majority of which are mental 
illness and addiction. In all my discussions with nonprofits, businesses, law enforcement, mental health 
services, drug counselors and people who live on our streets, I have come to the conclusion that we will 
not solve homelessness, but we must manage it better. Our approach must be to stop enabling those in 
addiction, and on the street. We need to make it harder to be chronically homeless and easier to get 
help for mental illess and addiction. And we must get beyond just warehousing people and handing out 
sandwiches. 
 
9. What do you think the City is getting right on this issue, and what would you do differently?  
The City's Code Enforcement program that is providing outreach to the homeless and removing 
encampments is a good approach. I also support the program that partners SPD with counselors from 
Frontier Behavioral Health to deescalate crisis calls to keep people out of jail cells and emergency 
rooms. I would like to expand this program. Our current Mayor has been forced to play defense because 
of an ideologically-oriented City Council that appears to enable, rather than require accountability. 
Again, new faces on our City Council, who truly want to identify and manage our challenges is something 
I look forward to working with.  

 


